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Scripture Reading
Matthew 6:19-24 NKJV

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy
and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. “The lamp of
the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of
light. But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore
the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! “No one can serve
two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be
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loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
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Treasure

A storehouse for precious things, whatever they may be. What we use our
resources to accumulate should be that which is of enduring value—not the
temporary. We must keep in mind that things of earth are profoundly temporary,
but that which is eternal is enduring. Eternal treasure will benefit us both NOW
and in the FUTURE. Laying up treasure in heaven is ultimately about investing
in people for the sake of the kingdom. The Roman Stoic Philosopher Seneca
wrote: I never reposed confidence in fortune, even if she seemed propitious:
whatever were the favours which her bounty bestowed, whether wealth,
honours, or glory, I so disposed of them, that it was in her power to recall them
without occasioning me any alarm. "The only way to render perishing goods
eternal, to secure stately furniture from moths, and the richest metals from
canker, and precious stones from thieves, is to transmit them to heaven by acts
of charity. This is a kind of bill of exchange which cannot fail of acceptance, but
through our own fault.” Quesnel. "What a man loves," says LUTHER, quoted by
THOLUCK, "that is his God. For he carries it in his heart, he goes about with it
night and day, he sleeps and wakes with it; be it what it may—wealth or pelf,
pleasure or renown." Give all diligence to make sure our title to eternal life
through Jesus Christ, and to depend upon that as our happiness, and look upon
all things here below with a holy contempt, as not worthy to be compared with
it.

Add Your Notes [

Hebrews 11:8-21

Hebrews 11:8-21 NKJV
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By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he
would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was
going. By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling
in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for he
waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. By
faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child
when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised.
Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the
stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.
These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them
afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For those who say such things declare
plainly that they seek a homeland. And truly if they had called to mind that
country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to
return. But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God
is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. By
faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received
the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac
your seed shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, even
from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. By faith
Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when he
was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top
of his staff.
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Focus

good: Not folded together, simple, clear bad: Hurtful, evil or diseased. Clarke:
We cannot draw more than one straight line between two indivisible points.
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Hebrews 12:1-2

Hebrews 12:1-2 NKJV

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
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James 1:5-8
James 1:5-8 NKJV

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no
doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the
wind. For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;
he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
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Matthew Henry

The hypocrite soars like the kite, with his eye upon the prey below, which he is
ready to come down to when he has a fair opportunity; the true Christian soars
like the lark, higher and higher, forgetting the things that are beneath. Our
treasure is that upon which we place our affections. Our affections determine our
focus, that upon which set our gaze. Our focus determines . . . you guessed it!
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Master

master: lord Mammon is a Syriac word, that signifies gain; so that whatever in
this world is, or is accounted by us to be, gain is mammon. It is perhaps the
name of an ancient idol as well. We are the slaves of the master we choose. We
choose our master by choosing our focus. We choose our focus by choosing our
treasure. A divided heart does not truly exist. The master of our heart may be
fitly termed the love that reigns in it. We serve that only which we love
supremely. Adam Clarke When it comes to kingdom living one cannot follow the
old maxim: don’t have all your eggs in one basket. In matters of eternal destiny
one can place there eggs in only one basket. He does not say, We must not or we
should not, but we cannot serve God and Mammon; we cannot love both (1 John
ii. 15; Jam. iv. 4); or hold to both, or hold by both in observance, obedience,
attendance, trust, and dependence, for they are contrary the one to the other.
God says, "My son, give me thy heart." Mammon says, "No, give it me." God says,
"Be content with such things as ye have." Mammon says, "Grasp at all that ever
thou canst. Money, money; by fair means or by foul, money." God says, "Defraud
not, never lie, be honest and just in all thy dealings." Mammon says "Cheat
thine own Father, if thou canst gain by it." God says, "Be charitable." Mammon
says, "Hold thy own: this giving undoes us all." God says, "Be careful for
nothing." Mammon says, "Be careful for every thing." God says, "Keep holy the
Sabbath-day." Mammon says, "Make use of that day as well as any other for the
world." Let us not then halt between God and Baal, but choose ye this day whom
ye will serve, and abide by our choice.
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Conclusion

Our lives must be defined by kingdom-oriented living. That which has our
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affections is that upon which our mind is focused, our intentions set; and that
thing IS our master. Our supreme loyalty, then, must be to Christ—or we are
lost. It's that simple.
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Colossians 3:1-4

Colossians 3:1-4 NKJV

If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth. For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.
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